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A PEEK INSIDE Brothers nominated for separate Grammys

Why it is important 
to get a flu shot

Texans sink the Pirates with 
last second defensive stand

Wimberley is often talk-
ed about as a special place 
– it is A Little Bit of Heaven 
after all. Often described as 
an intersection between na-
ture and art, the town has 
developed a reputation as 
an artistic haven cultivating 
the spirit and building com-
munity in a way that allows 
creativity to thrive.

That reputation was 
bolstered last month as 
three of Wimberley’s own 
were nominated for Gram-

my Awards. Sarah Jarosz, 
who has won two Grammy 
Awards, was nominated 
once again. But, in an even 
more rare feat, two brothers 
who grew up in Wimberley 
were nominated for sepa-
rate Grammy Awards – a 
first for both young artists.

“It is very unusual for 
such a small town to have 
multiple Grammy nomina-
tions,” Dylan Meek said. “I 
think it shows that anything 
is possible. Anyone can 
achieve anything, even if 
you are from a small town. 
Wimberley is a very spe-

cial town, but even if you 
are from Wimberley you 
can get a nomination for a 
Grammy. You can achieve 
your dreams.”

Dylan Meek co-wrote In-
vincible, a song on “Into the 
Spider-Verse.” The entire 
soundtrack for the Block-
buster movie was nomi-
nated for a Grammy. His 
brother Buck Meek also re-
ceived a nomination as the 
new album “U.F.O.F.” for 
his band Big Thief is nom-
inated for Best Alternative 
Music Album. It is the first 

Hays County has de-
clared the first week of De-
cember as National Influ-
enza Vaccination Week.

The Hays County Com-
missioners Court voted 
unanimously Tuesday to 
pass a proclamation declar-
ing Dec. 1-7 as National In-
fluenza Vaccination Week.

Eric Schneider, epidemi-
ologist for the Hays County 
Local Health Department, 
said that in the first two 
weeks of November, he re-
ceived reports of 25 influen-
za cases. Last week, Schnei-
der said 102 Hays County 
residents tested positive for 
influenza, or the flu.

“It is highly recommend-
ed that anyone over the 
age of 6 months get a flu 
shot and help prevent an 
outbreak,” Schneider said. 
“Although the majority of 
adults can recover from the 
flu with proper medication, 
the flu can be fatal for chil-
dren, the elderly and people 
with compromised immune 

systems.”
Complications from the 

flu led to 12 deaths in Hays 
County in 2018, according 
to Schneider.

“The best way to prevent 
the flu is to get a flu vac-
cine every year as soon as 
the vaccine is available to 
the public, and contrary to 
popular myth, the flu vac-
cine cannot give you the 
flu,” Schneider said. “Yes 
it is not 100% effective, as 
many people find out each 
year, but it increases your 
antibodies and allows your 
body to fight off the flu 
quicker and with less severe 
symptoms.”

To individuals who can-
not obtain a flu shot or 
choose not to, Schneider 
recommends using oth-
er methods to prevent an 
outbreak such as regular 
handwashing with soap 
and warm water, using 
one’s arm or sleeve to cov-
er coughs and sneezes and 
staying home when an indi-
vidual is feeling sick.

Despite scoring with 
three seconds left in game, 
the Wimberley Texans 
stuffed the Rockport-Ful-
ton Pirates on what would 
have been the game win-
ning two-point conversion. 
The defensive stand sealed 
the Texans spot in the Re-
gional Final for a 42-41 vic-
tory. 

In a wild finish that saw 
both teams collectively 
score 20 points in the last 

two minutes of the game, it 
was the defense that came 
up strong in the end with 
the fore mentioned two-
point conversion stop and 
an interception returned 
for a touchdown by Chris-
tian Marshall. 

“Before the game, we 
told the team it takes what 
it takes,” Head Football 
Coach Doug Warren said 
after the game. “We knew 
that offense was going to be 
tough to stop… We had to 
make plays and they made 
plays… I’m just so proud of 

those kids for just hanging 
in there.”

After forcing the Pirates 
to fumble on their first 
drive, the Texans took ad-
vantage of the turnover and 
turned it into seven points 
as Cooper McCollum found 
Josh Limely for the six-yard 
touchdown pass to take the 
early lead at 7-0. 

The second quarter 
turned into an offense 
shootout kicked off by a 
Garrett Loudermilk three-
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Brothers Buck and Dylan Meek were each nominated for a Grammy.

Dylan and Buck Meek took different paths 
from Wimberley to a Grammy nomination
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Grammy...

Flu...

Grammy nomination for 
each of them.

A little over 20 years 
ago, Bill and Valerie Meek 
moved their family from 
Houston to Wimberley to 
raise their two children in 
a small town. They may 
not have known it then, but 
that decision would impact 
the boy’s lives for years to 
come. 

“It changed my life,” 
Dylan said. “It was the best 
thing… They wanted us to 
grow up in that environ-
ment. It is a beautiful town, 
down to earth. It is a special 
town and an artistic com-
munity. It is a different life-
style in Wimberley. It is, in 
my opinion, the best place 
to grow up.”

Wanting a more artis-
tic-oriented education, Bill 
started an after school pro-
gram called Arts For the 
Heart. Part of the education 
included local musicians 
expounding on their exper-
tise. Ray Wylie Hubbard 
taught songwriting. Jill 
Jones showed children how 
to yodel. 

“There are too many in-
fluences to count,” Buck 
Meek said. “At that point, 
all I had played were Nir-
vana songs, and it blew my 
mind open to the possibil-
ity of expressing yourself 
through song.”

Outside of the program, 
there were plenty more who 
helped shape the musical 
talents of the youth.

“They had the Blue Grass 
nights at Charlie’s (now 
Kate’s Place) with Mike 
Bond and Mike Fowler and 
their friends,” Buck said. “I 
know Sarah Jarosz spent 
a lot of time with them, 
but I would sit in and play 
rhythm guitar sometimes. 
Then Slim Richey would 
have these parties out in 
Rolling Oaks with all these 
great old players from the 
area. They would sit out 
around a campfire and play. 
Just being exposed to that, 

those guys really raised 
me.”

Buck is known for his 
skills on the guitar, though 
his brother Dylan said that 
he is one of the best song-
writers he has even known. 
Dylan was a piano prodigy. 

Jimmy Neeley was a jazz 
piano legend. While he cut 
his teeth with the likes of 
Duke Ellington and Charlie 
Parker in the 60s, Neeley 
eventually moved to Wim-
berley.

“I remember asking my 
Dad if he had heard of this 
piano teacher who was sup-
posed to be legendary and 
tough,” Dylan said. “He 
said, ‘Oh yeah, that’s our 
friend Jimmy.’”

Neeley took Dylan under 
his wing. 

“His thing was you don’t 
have to pay me for lessons, 
but anything I am teaching 
you, you have to learn and 
master or I won’t teach you 
any more. And don’t come 
back to me until you’ve 
learned what I am teach-
ing you,” Dylan said. “I was 
very inspired by that and by 
him. I wanted to be just like 
him. That is what made me 
want to be a professional 
musician and pursue it and 
take it to the next level.”

Both brothers eventually 
found a home at Katherine 
Anne Porter School, grad-
uated and moved on to fur-
ther education in music.

That led them to move 
to New York City to try and 
build their brands and hone 
their musical talents. Dylan 
met Ray Angry, a keyboard-
ist with The Roots, who play 
on “The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon.” Angry 
helped him get a few gigs 
where he met storied pro-
ducer Om’Mas Keith. Four 
years ago, on the day Dylan 
moved to Los Angeles, he 
got a phone call from Keith, 
who asked him if he was in 
LA and available to come to 
the studio to work with rap-
per Aminé. The serendip-

itous timing resulted in a 
four-hour period where the 
trio wrote four songs.

“Then years go by,” 
Dylan said. “I thought that 
session didn’t go anywhere. 
I thought I would never 
hear those songs again. 
They were all great songs, 
but in the music industry 
sometimes you write songs 
for somebody or with some-
body and the label won’t re-
lease the song or it will just 
be kept on file but never re-
leased.”

One day, he got a call out 
of the blue.

“I get a call from Om’Mas, 
and they were going to use 
our song in a Spiderman 
movie,” Dylan said. “… 
Then the sound track got 
nominated for an Oscar and 
won last year. And then this 
year coming up it got nomi-
nated for a Grammy.”

While Dylan was in LA 
and touring around the 
world, Buck was still in 
New York. He started play-
ing with singer Adrianne 
Lenker.

“We were traveling the 
country in an old busted 
Chevy van playing in base-
ments,” Buck said. 

They slowly added to 
the band filling out with a 
drummer and a bass play-
er. They toured the country 
for four years all the while 
building up an extensive list 
of new songs. In 2019, the 
band released two separate 
albums to clear the plate. 
The first, “U.F.O.F.” was 
nominated for a Grammy.

“I saw Big Thief when it 
was just (Buck) and Adri-
anne,” Dylan said. “And 
I remember seeing them 
when there was no one in 
the bar, and now to see them 
grow to where they are sell-
ing out tickets for 5,000 or 
6,000 people. And now be 
nominated for a Grammy 
for their band. I have seen 
them put the work in. They 
deserve it.”

Buck was similarly proud 
of his brother’s accomplish-
ments.

“Dylan is one of my he-

roes with his work ethic and 
his humility with the craft,” 
Buck said. “Since he was six 
to eight years old, he has 
practiced hours on end ev-
ery day... He works so hard, 
but he has always revered 
the heritage of music also. 
When he was studying with 
Jimmy he had so much rev-
erence for his wisdom and 
knowledge, just the magni-
tude of music in general… I 
think his Grammy nomina-
tion is just the start.”

It all started in Wimber-
ley with two brothers falling 
in love with music and the 
support system the town 
offers helping them reach 
their dreams.

“I think it is a testament 
to the love and communi-
ty you find in Wimberley 
through music,” Buck said. 
“There are all these amazing 
musicians. It is a magnet of 
spirit, because of the water, 
the hills and the stars. I am 
not surprised that there is a 
group of people being nom-
inated for Grammys from 
Wimberley, because if there 
is one thing I have learned 
in the last seven years of 
living on the road it is what 
people want more than any-
thing is to connect to some-
thing real. They want to see 
someone express them-
selves in the most genuine 
way with the intention of 
building a connection with 
the instant community you 
can find with a person on 
the stage. That is what peo-
ple really want when they 
go to a show, and I think 
Wimberley provides that. 
That genuine and support-
ive community is what I 
was raised with in Wimber-
ley playing music.”

The 62nd Annual Gram-
my Awards ceremony is 
scheduled for January 26, 
2020 in Los Angeles where 
both brothers will find out if 
they win their first Grammy 
Award.

To find out more infor-
mation, visit dylanmeek.
bandcamp.com or buck-
meekmusic.com.

“The holiday season is 
approaching and the cold 
weather tends to draw in 
large gatherings indoors,” 
he said. “Don’t let the flu be 
one of the gifts you are pass-
ing around this season.”

In other business, the 
court accepted the delivery 
of internal examination re-
ports for the District Attor-
ney’s 2017-2018 Drug For-
feiture Fund Account and 
the 2017-2018 Elections 
Office.

According to the exam-
ination report of the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Forfeiture 
Fund, multiple errors were 
identified with Asset For-
feiture disbursements and 
agreed final judgments, and 
the District Attorney’s of-
fice erroneously disbursed 
$2,250 in auction proceeds.

In response to the report, 
District Attorney Wes Mau 
said after he took office in 
2015, it became clear after 
a period of time that the 
office’s forfeiture accounts 

were not moving forward.
“The forfeitures cases 

that we had pending were 
not being prosecuted and 
were kind of languishing,” 
Mau told the court. “In an 
effort to try to get caught 
up, to try to get those cas-
es to court to get those cas-
es resolved, the first thing 
we had to do was make 
sure that our books were 
all in order. As we began 
looking at that, it became 
pretty clear that a lot of the 
accounting that had gone 
on with the asset forfeiture 
accounts over the years had 
not been adequate, the dis-
bursements were done spo-
radically, there were cases 
that had been resolved that 
the accounts did not show 
as having been resolved.”

Mau said the office is go-
ing to be working with the 
Auditor’s Office more regu-
larly.

“We’re now doing our 
disbursements on a sched-
ule every other month so 

that it’s happening six times 
a year so we’re not going to 
be getting behind, there not 
be any cases resolved with 
disbursements not being 
made,” Mau said.

According to the exam-
ination report of the Hays 
County Election Adminis-
trator’s financial records for 
the period of Jan. 1, 2017 
- May 31, 2018, the review 
“disclosed several internal 
control weaknesses and 
opportunities for improve-
ment in the Election’s Of-
fice.”

Elections Administrator 
Jennifer Anderson said she 
took office in 2017 when the 
audit took place.

“Right away we did start 
looking at the contracts and 
fee schedules and the pay-
roll system and the things 
that were in place and we 
started correcting those 
right away, in fact, some 
of them probably a little 
bit before the audit report. 
So just as the DA just said, 

these are things that we ap-
preciate that help us iden-
tify areas and we’ve been 
working to improve those 
processes since I’ve been in 
that office.”

Anderson said poll work-
ers are now clocking in and 
out through a Novatime 
timekeeping system instead 
of manually logging their 
time.

The court also discussed 
where commissioners court 
will be held in the future, 
due to “a major water leak 
in the Commissioners 
courtroom requiring long 
term repairs.”

Future meetings will be 
held in the Hays County 
Historic Courtroom on the 
third floor, and the county 
will continue to livestream 
the meetings on Facebook 
until video streaming ser-
vices in the courtroom are 
fixed.
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Football...
yard touchdown run to tie 
the game up at 7-7. 

The Texans responded 
on the following drive as 
Limely took the wide re-
ceiver sweep six yards for 
the touchdown run to re-
take the lead at 14-7.  

Following a fourth down 
stop by the Wimberley de-
fense, the Pirates scored 
following a strip and score 
by the Rockport Fulton de-
fense to shockingly tie the 
game back up at 14-14.

The strip touchdown, 
the Texan offense respond 
quickly as McCollum hit 
Christian Marshall for the 
64-yard touchdown pass to 
take the lead back 21-14.

In a foreshadowing for 
the fourth quarter, the Pi-
rates scored with 30 sec-
onds left in the second 
quarter to tie up the game 
at 21-21.

After receiving the ball 
to start the second half, the 
Texans gave the ball back 
to the Pirates following a 
fumble. 

However, the Texan 
defense held strong and 
forced a turnover on downs 
to give the ball right back 
to the Wimberley offense. 

Following a 75-yard run 
by Moses Wray, the Texans 
scored as McCollum found 
Jaxon Watts for the 16-
yard pass to take the lead 
at 28-21. 

The lead didn’t last long 
however as the Pirates tied 
the game back up again 
following a Joe Franks 13 
yard run at 28-28.

After the Pirates stuffed 
the offense, Rockport-Ful-
ton scored again to take 
their first lead of the game 

at 35-28 following a Franks 
47-yard touchdown run. 

After trading a couple of 
possessions in the fourth 
quarter, including the de-
fense’s third fourth down 
stop of the game, the Tex-
ans finally broke through 
late in the fourth quarter 
as Moses Wray scored on 
the 12 yard touchdown run 
to tie the game up at 35-35 
with 1:50 left in the game. 

With the Pirates backed 
in their own territory, 
Rockport-Fulton attempt-
ed to pass on third and five 
but the pass was intercept-
ed by Christian Marshall 
and returned all the way 
for the game leading touch-
down at 42-35 with 50 sec-
onds left in the game. 

On the ensuing kickoff, 
the Pirates returned the 
ball all the way back to the 
Texan 24-yard line. The Pi-
rates then scored following 
a Franks 12-yard run with 
three seconds left in the 
game. 

Electing to go for the 
win instead of the tie, the 
Pirates went for the two-
point conversion. With 
their biggest stop of the 
game – and the season –  
the Texan defense stuffed 
the Pirate rushing attack 
one last time and gave the 
Texans the 42-41 victory. 

 The Wimberley Texans 
move on to the Regional Fi-
nals for the first time since 
2017 in a rematch with Na-
varro. In their last meeting, 
the Panthers came away 
with the 42-14 win. 

The rematch for the Re-
gion IV title will play at 
3:30 on Friday in the San 
Antonio Alamodome.
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Passing
McCollum 17-25 251 yards, 3 TDs, 1 Int

Rushing
Wray 12-119 yards 1 TD, 
McCollum 4-27 yards,
Olmedo 3-25 yards,
Limely 1-6 yards 1 TD

Receiving
Marshall 4-119 yards 1 TD, 
Watts 4-50 yards 1 TD,
Wray 3-38 yards,
Limely 4-32 yards 1 TD,
Goforth 2-12 yards.  

Kicking
Edgar Jimemez 6-6

Turnovers
Dylan Kincaid 1 fumble recovery, 
Marshall 1 Int returned for TD

1st Quarter
Wim- Cooper McCollum 6-yard pass to Josh Limely, 
(Jimenez kick good) 3:06

2nd Quarter 
RF- Garrett Loudermilk 3-yard run, (kick good) 11:11
Wim- Limely 6-yard run, (Jimenez kick good) 8:05
RF- Fumble strip, (kick good) 5:07
Wim- McCollum 64-yard pass to Christian Marshall, 
(Jimenez kick good) 4:15
RF- Ryan Wells 1-yard touchdown run, (kick good) :30

3rd Quarter 
Wim- McCollum 16-yard pass to Jaxon Watts, (Jimenez 
kick good) 6:57
RF- Joe Franks 13-yard run, (kick good) 3:20

4th Quarter
RF- Franks 47-yard run, (kick good) 10:56
Wim- Moses Wray 12-yard run, (Jimenez kick good) 
1:40
Wim- Marshall 47-yard interception return, (Jimenez 
kick good) :58
RF- Franks 12-yard run (Two pt. conversion no good) 
:03

Regional Semifinal 
Wimberley 42, Rockport-Fulton 41
 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 F
Rockport-Fulton 0 21 7 13 41
Wimberley 7 14 7 14 42

Top Stats

Scoring Recap

Box Score
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Dylan Meek co-wrote a song for the movie Into the Spider-verse.

Buck Meek’s band Big Thief was nominated for a Grammy.


